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1. INTRODUCTION  

This submission is in response to the Office of Local Government’s (OLG) invitation for input on the 

consultation drafts of the new Model Code of Conduct (“Code”) and the Procedures for the 

Administration of the Model Code of Conduct (“Procedures”), made via Circular No. 17-30. The new 

Code was distributed to Councillors on 25 October 2017 and submissions will be received by the OLG 

up to 4 December 2017.   

The suggested ‘actions’ in this report have been compiled after working with experienced ‘governance 

staff’ from Yass Valley, Goulburn Mulwaree, Bega Valley Shire and Hilltops Councils. 

Key issues associated with the proposed amendments to the Code and Procedures are listed under 

each relevant part of those documents with comments and 14 suggested actions for the OLG. 

2. MODEL CODE  

Part 3: General Conduct Obligations 

 Sections 3.1 – 3.11 provides clarity and definition in the areas of harassment and discrimination, 

and bullying. 

ACTION 1: given the lack of understanding and awareness of these definitions, consideration 

should be given to mandatory bullying and harassment training for staff and Councillors. 

 Section 3.12 duplicates the requirements under the WH&S Act however provides clarity 

particularly for Councillors. 

 Section 3.15 provides direction on written records of meetings with applicants and objectors to 

planning applications. Councils must disclose these communications in writing. 

ACTION 2: Similarly to Conflict of Interests, consideration should be given to these records being 

disclosed verbally at Council meetings.  

 Sections 3.21 – 3.24 are expected to be covered by the Code of Meeting Practice and should be 

referenced accordingly and ‘other proceedings’ is not defined.  

ACTION 3 Meeting practices should be cross referenced to the Code of Meeting Practice 

ACTION 4: The term “other proceedings” is not defined and should be clarified and extended to 

include workshops, community briefings or any other formally arranged gathering of Council 

officials. 

Part 4: Pecuniary Interests 

The incorporation of the pecuniary interest provisions of the Act into the Code to provide a single 

statutory instrument of ethical standards is supported.  

 Sections 4.8 – 4.38 while the requirement to complete a section 449 is covered in the Act, this 

provides clarity and an avenue to manage disciplinary/corrective action.  

Part 5: Non-Pecuniary Interests 
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The reinforcement of the importance of public perception (5.2-5.4) and the clarification of the types 

of relationships that might give rise to a significant non-pecuniary conflicts (5.9) and are welcomed.  

Part 6: Personal Benefit 

 Declarations apply to all gifts and benefits. The administrative burden could be considerable for 

the inclusion of Token Gifts. Clarification of token gifts is welcomed however they should not have 

to be declared. 

ACTION 5: Make it clear that token gifts are not required to be declared  

 Sections 6.6 – 6.8 are relatively complex and encourage the non-acceptance of any gift or benefit 

and highlight the need for detailed understanding of these requirements 

ACTION 6: An explicit training package be developed for staff and councillors so there is a clear 

understanding of what can be accepted and what needs to be declared.  

Part 7: Relationships Between Council Officials 

 Section 7.5 provides additional clarification on inappropriate interactions for both staff and 

Councillors 

Part 8: Access to Information and Council Resources 

 Section 8.11 provides clarity on access to and disclosure of confidential information. 

 Sections 8.20 – 8.21 provides valuable direction and standards regarding internet access and the 

use of social media.  

 Sections 8.22 – 8.23 give clear direction to all council officials in regards to their obligations for 

record keeping. Specifically 8.23 reinforces that information that is held on council issued devices 

(eg mobile phones, tablets, laptops) are deemed to Council business regardless of whether the 

usage was intended. There needs to be an awareness that all information comes under GIPA 

regardless of the intended purpose. 

ACTION 7 : Industry training packages should be developed for staff and Councillors for recording 

keeping and storage of data  

Part 9: Maintaining the Integrity of this Code 

 The clarity and inclusions on disclosure of information are welcomed. 

Schedule 1 Disclosures of Interest 

The references in the Gifts and Contributions to Travel sections are contradictory to Part 6. Gifts refers 

to the requirement to disclose over $1000 yet Part 6 is $50 and Contributions to Travel is $500. The 

inclusion of this schedule creates confusion and makes it difficult to navigate through the document. 

It needs to be made very clear that this schedule is related directly to “disclosure of interests in written 

returns” as per clause 4.21  

ACTION 8: Consider amending title of Schedule1 as “ Disclosure of Interests in Written Returns  (as 

required under clause 4.21) “  

Section 21 Requires disclosure of any position held in a Trade Union, Professional or Business 

Association but does not include political parties. It is unclear what is meant by ‘ position’. It could be 

interpreted as being a member of the organisation.  

ACTION 9: Include a definition of “position’ as related to clause 21  
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ACTION 10: Include the requirement to disclose any position held within a political party (other than 

standard membership of the party)   

3. PROCEDURES 

Part 4: How May Code of Conduct Complaints be Made 

 Section 4.2 provides welcome clarification on when complaints are not considered “code of 

conduct complaints”.  

Part 5: How are Code of Conduct Complaints to be Managed? 

 Generally the inclusions and clarification provided in Part 5 are welcomed, specifically the 

discretion for a General Manager or Mayor to delegate functions as it is often inappropriate for 

General Managers and Mayors to be the direct manager of the complaint 

 

Part 6: Preliminary Assessment of Code of Conduct Complaints About Councillors or the General 

Manager by Conduct Reviewers 

 The inclusions and clarification in Part 6 are generally supported and will assist conduct reviewers 

in administering the Procedures specifically establishing additional complaints assessment 

criteria. 

Part 7: Investigations of Code of Conduct Complaints About Councillors or the General Manager 

 The additional sanctions that an investigator may recommend be imposed by Council, section 

7.36, are supported. 

 Section 7.39 which requires an investigator to consult with the Office on proposed findings 

imposes an unnecessary level of bureaucracy and may adversely affect the independence of the 

investigator’s report 

 Section 7.59 clauses a) to e) refer to sanctions on a subject person, f) refers to the general manager 

and h) refers to a councillor. This is ambiguous as Part 7 refers to complaints about councillors or 

the general manager, not about council staff. Further clause h) ii should include the relevant 

sections of the Act in relation to misconduct provisions of the Act. 

Part 12: Confidentiality 

All code of conduct complaints should be confidential with any disclosures in accordance with the 

procedures.  Procedures now allow that no further information be provided to a complainant where 

the complainant publicly discloses information about a code of conduct complaint. This is a welcome 

addition that should assist the management of some complaints.   

General Comments 

 The Code and Procedures are written in the form of legislation rather than in a procedural form. 

This creates a prescriptive document but not one that is easy to read and understand for all council 

officials and staff.  

ACTION 11:  Consideration be given to including a summary, Frequently Asked Questions and a 

Flow Chart similar to that in the current procedures 

 A clear omission of the Code and the Procedures is clarification and definition of timeframes for 

matters that must be referred to the Office. While the timeframes for councils to manage Code of 
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Conduct complaints are prescriptive, there is no mention of timeframes or obligations of the 

Office for responses.  

ACTION 12: The Office considers developing service standards in regard to timeframes for 

responding to complaints that are referred to the Office. 

 Complaint Coordinators need to be very familiar with processes associated with the Code and 

Procedures.  

ACTION 13: Consideration be given to the development of an industry wide training program 

specifically for Complaint Coordinators  

 Previous experience with referrals to the Office has shown that the  

response capability of the Office is insufficient. It is recommended that the Office be appropriately 

resourced to respond to referrals. Further clarification is sought on the role and responsibilities of 

the Office in administering the Procedures. 

 Due to the increased prescriptive nature of the Code and Procedures essential that all staff and 

Councillors are familiar with the new Code and Procedures  

 ACTION 14: Consideration be given to requiring all staff and Councillors to undergo mandatory 

code of conduct training within the term of each Council  

CONCLUSION  

The new model Code of Conduct and Procedures are far more prescriptive and should go some way 
in addressing the shortfalls of the current documents by minimising the opportunity for  
misinterpretations and misuse of the complaint system.  It is suggested that Council lodge a 
submission to the Office of Local Government based on this report.  It should be noted that any 
individual can lodge a submission to OLG.  
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This petition was signed by approximately 140 residents. 
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This petition was signed by more than 25 local business owners. 
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BRAIDWOOD WORKSHOP MAIN STREET / CBD BEAUTIFICATION (INCLUDING RYRIE PARK) 

Notes taken from the workshop held at the Old Library building in Braidwood on Wednesday 15 March 2017. 

 

Activity 1: BRAIDWOOD CURRENT, POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE 

Participant activity: Group of 4 people per team to discuss what is good about living in Braidwood and what is not so good.  Post it notes placed on butchers 

paper.   Results as follows: 

CURRENT EXPERIENCES NEGATIVE CURRENT EXPERIENCES POSITIVE 

Conflict between heavy holiday traffic and pedestrians / shoppers Opportunities to join social groups and activities 

Poor disabled age access Safe, supportive community x 5 

Town neglected Accessible to other tourist locations 

Public holiday madness, police required to control x 2 Love the weather 

No training / technical educational facilities Arts precinct 

Lack of Parking x 6 

Lack of disabled parking  

Lack of bus parking 

Lack of caravan parking 

Nowhere to advertise upcoming events, e.g. banners 

Footpaths uneven, accessibility lacking x 2 Beautiful trees on entry and exits to town 
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CURRENT EXPERIENCES NEGATIVE CURRENT EXPERIENCES POSITIVE 

Footpaths dirty Lots of new residents 

Lacking economic development, businesses closing Good experiences when visiting, especially dining x 2 

No maintenance of footpaths Great diversity of shops, increasing businesses moving in 

Lack of parking, especially at IGA Heritage town x 3 

Toilets dirty Rural views, placid lifestyle x 3 

Off street parking required for business owners who park in the main street Swimming, pool and river 

Town gossip causing negativity x 3 Wide range of services for a small town x 3 

Lack of landscape design and maintenance of existing landscapes Friendly community 

Ryrie Park bland  

Street furniture is not consistent or does not match  

Cafes close too early  

No specialist health services  

Not a pretty town (derelict) x 2   

Lack of street dining  

Lack of facilities or activities for young people, not multi-generational x 2  

Lack of accommodation  
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CURRENT EXPERIENCES NEGATIVE CURRENT EXPERIENCES POSITIVE 

Lack of signage  

Not enough art shops or galleries  

North side of town not considered, requires activation  

No stormwater drainage x 2  

Lack of consistent phone and internet service  

Poor roads, lack of maintenance, lack of signage  

New concrete pedestrian crossings not consistent with heritage aspect  

 

Activity 2: NEEDS, USES AND FUNCTIONS OF BRAIDWOOD 

Moving forward, the following activity asked that the whole group provide prospective Needs, Uses and Functions of Braidwood.  Tracey and Debbie 

recorded the groups views on butchers paper.  Results as follows: 

 Youth space / social space / multi generational space 

 Public toilets cleaned 

 Parking 

 Bypass (or not a bypass) 

 Footpaths / town aesthetics 

 Cohesive look and functionality 
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 Family facilities and recreation 

 Economic stimulation 

 Accommodation 

 Clean streets and bins 

 Support diversity 

 No trucks for safety of people in main street 

 Appealing town to attract / increase economic activity 

 Support for businesses 

 Tourism activities 

 Outdoor community space for celebrations and events 

 Heritage protection 

 Bubblers / water features/ water refill station 

 Farmers market / pop up business space 

 Shade / aesthetic / trees 

 Manageable ideas for ongoing maintenance 

 Practical functioning town 

 Disabled friendly 
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 Roundabout 

 Stormwater management 

 Enjoyable active parks 

 Walking experiences 

 Consistent heritage experiences 

 Tourism  

 Welcoming / fun / inspirational 

 Functions as a corridor 

 Safety (police) 

 Signage / way finding 

 Art 

 Employment 

 Stormwater management 

 Consistent themes in the streetscape 

 Interpretive signage on heritage features 

 Seating in the Park 

 Cycle facilities, bike racks and cycle paths 
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 Colour and warmth in the main street 

 Maintenance of public facilities and street 

 Identity – sense of place 

 

Activity 3: FUTURE BRAIDWOOD 

In a group of four (4) participants were asked to imagine Braidwood in the future.  Post it notes to be placed on butchers paper.  

Results as follows: 

FUTURE BRAIDWOOD POSITIVE 

Youth culture encouraged 

Family outdoor spaces bikes, skating and play 

Ryrie Park is a multi-generational space, with a skate park 

Make a feature of Ryrie Park 

Relocate swimming pool to Recreation Ground and make Ryrie Park a tourist 

facility 

Cafés open in the evening 

Exercise / recreational town 

Arts precinct, art galleries, creative lifestyle stores 
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FUTURE BRAIDWOOD POSITIVE 

Public art / street art / sculpture 

Plaza area in Ryrie Park 

Support for businesses from locals 

Alfresco dining 

Support for businesses in main street to maintain / retain heritage aspects of 

buildings 

New bins and benches 

Traffic Plan 

Large off street parking area 

Dedicated information centre, near to Museum 

Public toilets serviced daily / regularly 

Warm heritage colours in main street 

Heritage walking / promotion for tourism 

Clean town 

Support for business / shop owners to paint facades 

Adult training / educational facilities 
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FUTURE BRAIDWOOD POSITIVE 

A main street with less traffic, less trucks coming through the town, able to 

enjoy outdoor dining 

Governance to ensure application of ideas 

Small town feeling and affordable housing 

Sense of place / safe / compassionate  

Lifestyle, heritage, country town, arts, personal experiences 

Underground power lines so street appears less cluttered 

Quality safe pavements throughout commercial area 

Good stormwater drainage that is regularly maintained 

Better internet services 

Streets safe and accessible 

No trees in the main street to hide the heritage buildings 

Yes plant trees in the main street, leafy green streetscape x 2 greenery and 

seating to encourage people to visit Braidwood as a destination. Trees 

compliment the heritage buildings 

Maintain the lines of trees on entry and exit to town 

Fresh air, parks and pool 
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Activity 4: THE HEADLINES (IDEAS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION, LOW COST AND UNLIMITED COST) 

Participants to remain in groups and to list the newspaper headline, the benefits and an explanation.   

After placing the headlines and explanations on post it notes on the butchers paper, participants were then asked to move their post it notes to another set 

of butchers paper labelled low cost and unlimited cost.  Participants to select the category.   

Participants were then asked to vote for their favourite item, with results listed in the tables below.  

Ideas that could be immediately implemented to improve Braidwood.  Low cost and unlimited cost options were suggested by participants.  Post it notes 

placed on butcher’s paper.  Participants were then asked to vote 1st and 2nd on their preferred options. Results below: 

LOW COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

UNLIMITED COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

Culture and entertainment 

Encourage community participation especially outside.  

Regular business hours 

Activities for young people 

Lots of art 

Cycle facilities 

1 4 Working Drains 

Prevent flooding in main street, businesses and 

footpaths 

Well designed, capacious and heritage kerb and gutter 

from Nerriga road to Monkittee street 

Regular maintenance of drains 

Responsible Council 

9 11 

Interpretive signage 

A well designed suite of signs, describing history of town 

Easy to navigate town 

4 10 Power lines under ground 

Beautify the street 

Cooler in summer 

4 3 
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LOW COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

UNLIMITED COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

Encourage exploration 

Heritage Walk, 40 signs at $600 each 

Visual  

Signage 

Entry and exit 

Interpretive 

To facilities, e.g. hospital 

To recreation, outdoor experiences 

3 2 Traffic by-pass 

More enjoyable experience in the main street 

Tourist destination 

More peaceful and quieter, enabling greater 

pleasurable experiences 

5 3 

Streetscape 

Coherent 

Well maintained  

Leafy 

2 1 Develop commercial function of town 

Add vibrancy 

Develop economic opportunities 

Convenient for locals and travellers 

 

4 8 

Amenity 

Health, safety, enjoyment 

More seating on main street and park 

Water fountains for drinking 

4 2 Relocate swimming pool to Recreation Ground 

Construct tourist centre in place of pool 

Relieve pressure on main street 

4 1 
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LOW COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

UNLIMITED COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

Clean public facilities, garbage bins repositioned away from food 

outlets 

Tourism 

Heritage walk 

 

0 2 Tourism support 

Financial support to VIC,  

Historical museum open more often 

2 3 

Parking 

Timed parking in Wallace Street 

Reduce all day parking 

Support business 

More people able to shop 

Dedicated long vehicle parking and signage 

Off street parking for shop owners and staff 

More parking for people with disabilities 

6 8 Parking 

Improved access 

Accessibility for residents and visitors 

Disabled parking 

Separate parking for different vehicle types 

Increase traffic flow 

Timed parking 

Enhance safety 

10 5 

Aesthetic Upgrade 

Trees 

Paving uniform, for safety and accessibility 

22 11    
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LOW COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

UNLIMITED COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

Signage – directional 

Painting of buildings, beautify street frontages, uniform 

presentation 

Garden pots of colour in main street 0 0    

Preserve Trees 

Poplars at entrance 

Replant and add to existing 

Heritage trees 

Aesthetic  

2 5    

Youth Precinct / skate park 

Socialisation / recreation 

Combat youth obesity and depression 

Combat boredom 

Increase physical activity 

Multi-generational / connectedness 

 

5 5    
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LOW COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

UNLIMITED COST VOTES 

1ST 

VOTES 

2ND 

Ryrie Park 

Beautiful 

Multi-generational 

Youth space 

Heritage sensitive 

Skate park 

Bike track around town 

8 9    

Preservation of Heritage 

Enforcement 

Preserve views 

Return the bollards 

Reseal, use brown/tan ?? metal 

4 5    

Public Art 

Attraction for tourist 

Employment for local artists 

Quality sites 

0 1    
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OUTCOME – IDEAS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION  

In order of voting preference, the following has been proposed by the Braidwood community as ideas that could be implemented as a priority, immediately 

or when funding becomes available.  

No. Item Votes 1st / 2nd 

1 Aesthetic Upgrade 22 / 11 

3 Parking 16 / 13 

3 Working Drains 9 / 11 

4 Ryrie Park 8 / 9 

5 Interpretive Signage / Signage 7 / 12 

6 Streetscape / Amenity 6 / 3 

6 Youth Precinct / skate Park 5 / 5 

7 Traffic By pass 5 / 3 

8 Interpretive Signage 4 / 10 

9 Develop commercial function of town 4 / 8 

10 Preservation of Heritage 4 / 5 

11 Power lines under ground 4 / 3 
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No. Item Votes 1st / 2nd 

13 Relocate swimming pool to Recreation Ground 4 / 1 

14 Signage 3 / 2 

15 Preserve Trees 2 / 5 

16 Tourism / Tourism Support 2 / 5 

17 Streetscape maintenance 2 / 1 

18 Culture and entertainment 1 / 4 

19 Public Art 0 / 1 

20 Garden pots of colour in main street 0 / 0 

 

This looks great Debbie, 
> with there final ideas they were asked to list the headline, the benefits and why. and on the earlier exercise  they were asked to list qualities. This is 
important data to inform decisions. Could we include that too? 
Rose 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK – Braidwood CBD Landscape Consultation 

 

Email responses received by Debbie Sibbick listed below at Table 1:  

Table 1: Email Feedback 

No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
1 Email 

 

Playground similar to that at Tamworth Regional Council 

Playground upgrade / 
replacement 

2  Dhurga Rock information: 
 
Below is an information sheet that we prepared in late 2015, mainly for the 
use of Braidwood tour guides.    
Please let me know if you need anything not covered in this document. It is 
rather long… 
 
The Two Fires Committee has, over time, discussed ideas about what 
landscaping would be appropriate for the space around the Dhurga Rock, 
including more benches. We have also spoken with an indigenous elder 
about native plantings and bush tucker plants that would complement the 
Rock and its purpose very well.  

Dhurga Rock, Ryrie Park South 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
Might it be possible for us to discuss these ideas with your consultants 
sometime? 
 
Thanks and best wishes 
Julia (Green) 
President 
Two Fires Committee 
PO Box 108, Braidwood 
0402 605 945 
 
 
 
 

THE DHURGA ROCK 

in Ryrie Park South, Braidwood NSW 
 
WHAT IS THE DHURGA ROCK? 
 
The Dhurga Rock is a public expression of acknowledgement that this land 
was occupied and cared for by Aboriginal people of the Dhurga language 
group in the Yuin Nation for tens of thousands of years before European 
settlement. 
It is also an expression of regret that early colonisation dispossessed these 
people of their land, and that there was significant loss of life and culture as 
a result. 
Importantly also the Rock stands as an expression of aspiration that we can 
create a future where indigenous knowledge and wisdom are valued, and 
the land cared for eternally. 
 
The Rock takes the form of an impressive work of public art, beautifully 
placed in Ryrie Park  in the centre of Braidwood.  
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
It was unveiled on 16th May 2015, at the opening of the 2015 Two Fires 
Festival. 
 
 
WHY THE DHURGA ROCK? 
 
In 2014 Braidwood celebrated its 175th anniversary with many special 
events. And there was a lot to celebrate from the beginnings of the town to 
its current presence. 
However, for many in the community this highlighted the lack of public 
information about the long and rich Aboriginal history of the area. Let alone 
any acknowledgement or recognition that these first Australians lost their 
land to the new settlers and that in the process many lives were also lost.   
 
It is known that Aboriginal survivors were relocated to the south coast, 
having been denied land in this region by the new order. Some Aboriginal 
people with direct family links to the Braidwood area were brought up to 
believe that Braidwood was an unsafe place to visit. They have told us that 
many years ago their traditional walking trails from the coast to Weereewa 
(Lake George) had been re-routed around the town to avoid danger.  
 
Little is known about what this might have meant, as, like in most of 
Australia, much of the Aboriginal history of Braidwood has been hidden or 
denied and Aboriginal people marginalised. 
 
Braidwood in 2014 seemed a very “white” community. 
 
The Dhurga Rock is intended as a step towards healing past dislocation and 
trauma, and education about Aboriginal history and culture relating to this 
area. The Rock is also an expression of fundamental social justice, and 
community inclusiveness. 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
There are very few community-driven public acknowledgements in other 
towns in Australia. There are monuments in many places where known 
massacres of Aboriginal people occurred, but it is rare to see a monument 
acknowledging and addressing the general dispossession and resulting 
trauma affecting Aboriginal families and tribes. 
 
 
HOW DID THE ROCK COME ABOUT? 
 
The Dhurga Rock was an initiative of Braidwood’s Two Fires Festival 
Committee.  
 
The Two Fires Festivals of Arts and Activism have been held biennially in 
Braidwood since 2005. The Festivals celebrate the legacy of Australian poet 
and activist Judith Wright (1915 - 2000), who lived the last decades of her 
life in the Braidwood area. Judith was way ahead of her time in recognising 
and speaking out about the deep injustices experience by our indigenous 
people, and  the Festival has had a strong indigenous stream since its 
inception. 
 
Committee members have over the years developed relationships with 
Aboriginal families and individuals with ancestral links to this area, and the 
early ideas for a public acknowledgement were developed in consultation 
with these people.  
 
Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison, a Walbanga elder of the Yuin nation has 
been involved with Two Fires Festivals since their inception. He was 
supportive and enthusiastic when first contacted about this project. After 
listening to the initial idea, and thinking awhile, he wryly said “Yes, so Paris 
has the Eiffel Tower, Sydney has the Opera House, and Braidwood will have 
the Rock”! 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
The Two Fires Committee sought and received significant support for the 
project from local community groups and individuals, as well as from 
Reconciliation Australia, and regional Aboriginal Cultural Teaching Groups. 
Local supporters included Braidwood and District Historical Society, 
Braidwood Heritage Society, Braidwood Life Centre, St Bede’s Social Justice 
Group, Braidwood Regional Arts Group, and both local schools Their 
sincere, thoughtful and encouraging letters were key to the project’s early 
development. 
 
Enthusiastic support was also received from the Bateman's Bay Local 
Aboriginal Land Council, as Braidwood falls in their area. 
 
Challenges and frustrations were met and overcome as the Committee 
sought funding for the project, and approval from the then Palerang 
Council, to place the Dhurga Rock on Council land.  
Due to the commitment and hard work of the Two Fires Committee, the 
Dhurga Rock project took under 18 months from conception in January 
2014 to installation and unveiling in May 2015.  
 
 
THE ARTISTS AND THE STONE 
 
IAN MARR is a local artist, lettercutter and farmer. He is a master at 
inscribing letters in stone, and he readily agreed to be involved with the 
Dhurga Rock project.  
 
Ian sourced the STONE that became the Dhurga Rock from the Mintaro 
quarry in the Clare Valley in South Australia. It is a 3,000kg piece of Mintaro 
slate, from 900 million year-old metamorphic stone, deposited layer upon 
layer in a lake, perhaps volcanic, formed deep in the earth’s crust. It was 
then subject to extreme heat and pressure - cooked. 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
The word-inscribed face of the stone has spectacular contours suggesting 
an escarpment where Braidwood’s location sits in Yuin land, encompassing 
highland and coastal areas to the sea. In this setting Ian’s beautifully 
inscribed words visually change with the light and shadow of each passing 
day. Best viewed in sunlight - maybe? 
 
NOEL BUTLER is a Budawang elder with family links to Braidwood. He is an 
artist and an educator, with highly developed skills in wood-carving and in 
teaching culture in many settings. Noel designed and carved the north-east 
face of the stone, with animals and fish of special significance to his family 
and culture. 
 
As part of the Dhurga Rock project, Noel and his wife Trish conducted 
workshops with the two local schools, teaching enthusiastic students 
through dance, painting and stories. 
 
 
THE UNVEILING CEREMONY 
 
 The Unveiling Ceremony, on 16th May 2015, followed the traditional fire-
lighting and welcome to country by Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison and 
his family. A colourful crowd observed and applauded as our local Mayor 
Pete Harrison opened proceedings, followed by other members of the 
Braidwood community speaking of the significance of the Rock to them 
personally and to the Braidwood community.  
 
These words spoken on behalf of St Bede’s Social Justice Group were 
especially moving: 
 
“A stone wall provides a break from the winter breeze and shade from the 
summer sun. This stone piece stands, human in scale, not as a divide but as 
two parts of a shared story. The mid-morning sun will awaken the quiet 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
shadows of the Burnaaga (lizard) Gari (snake) and Bilima (turtle) the 
totemic ancestors of past and present that walked and lived in this country. 
The words of acknowledgement in shade, recalling loss and sorrow but also 
the willingness for the future children to share and value the respect and 
the culture of the local Indigenous peoples”. (Julian Laffan 2015) 
 
Impressive also were the local school students who included words in the 
Dhurga language as they spoke of what they had learnt about Aboriginal 
culture in the lead-up to the Rock’s unveiling.  
 
Jack Waterford AM officially unveiled the Dhurga Rock, with responses 
from local Aboriginal elders Max Dulumunmun Harrison and Noel 
Butler,  and Tom Calma, Co-Chair of Reconciliation Australia. 
 
A powerfully invoked song from Tjanara Goreng Goreng (a traditional 
performer and Songwoman from Central Queensland who has had previous 
involvement with the Two Fires Festival) was followed by dancing and 
celebrations.  
 
Young members of the Braidwood Dance Studio performed 
enthusiastically, and were followed by Aboriginal dance groups receiving, 
smoking and blessing the Dhurga Rock. Powerful performances by the 
Djaadjawan Dancers, the Ngaran Ngaran and Gulaga Dancers,  women and 
men from the south coast with links to the Braidwood area, concluded the 
Unveiling Ceremony.  
 
 
 
 
EARLY OUTCOMES 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
Many local people walk through Ryrie Park daily, as well as many tourists 
stopping to rest and walk their dogs. The Dhurga Rock attracts their 
attention and many people take the time to look closely and read its 
inscription. 
 
Feedback from the community: 
 
"The opening was a great moment for our region and the rock is a physical 
reminder of hope for the future. Congratulations again.  
The classes from St. Bede's visited last week and look to having events and 
lessons at the Rock… 
I hope the monument will continue to build long term understanding.”  
(Teacher, St Bede’s School, 30th May 2015) 
 
“…Braidwood Preschool children experienced the Dhurga Rock when they 
went for a walk last week! They were interested in the animals and the 
rock. 
Could I please get the information and the Dhurga names of the animals on 
the rock, so we can continue to talk to the children about why these animals 
were chosen, and we can use the Dhurga names. 
If you have any other information/resources etc that you think we could use 
with the children, we would grateful to receive it from you?” 
(Director, Braidwood Preschool, 5th June 2015) 
 
“…I have just started working on a song with year 3 at ST Bedes to feed into 
the indigenous studies unit they have been doing. 
They’ve been looking at how people lived, food, shelter, hunting etc and I 
created a simple chorus …We will work on it for a few weeks and hopefully 
perform for the other students at some point. I would really like to do some 
of the rehearsals at the beautiful rock 
It is wonderful having that touchstone in the park. I find it a very powerful 
and sacred symbol.” 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
(Local singing teacher, 8th June 2015) 
 
And a recent anecdote: 
An older Aboriginal couple from the south coast were visiting in Ryrie Park, 
and a resident took the time to show them the Dhurga Rock (which they 
were unaware of). The woman had tears streaming down her face as she 
read the inscription. She said “I never thought I’d live to see this”. 
 
 
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES 
 

 • The Dhurga Rock becomes a regular feature of Braidwood tours 
 • A brochure/booklet about the Dhurga Rock to be distributed to 

Information and Cultural Centres in the region, to encourage visitors, and 
to connect with Aboriginal people with family links to this area. 

 • Regular “Yarning Circles” around the Rock, where information and 
knowledge about the Aboriginal history of this area, and early relationships 
with the white settlers, can be safely shared. 

 • Ceremonies and gatherings eg during NAIDOC Week, Sorry Day 
 • A place to welcome to town other Aboriginal families interested in 

learning more about their ancestral links to this area. 
 • A focus for gathering stories and information generally about our 

Aboriginal history. 
 • Other local communities might consider creating a public 

acknowledgement of the Aboriginal history of their areas. 
 
We expect the legacy of the Dhurga Rock to last a long time. It’s key 
purposes of healing and education are both processes that take time, and 
can take many forms. The installation of the Dhurga Rock is but a 
beginning. 
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No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
Two Fires Committee 
Sept 2015 
 
 
UPDATE (August 2017) 
 
Since the installation, most of the “Future Possibilities” listed above are 
happening: 

 We have a Dhurga Rock flyer available locally and in the region 

 The Rock features in local tours 

 Local schools use the Rock as a focus for learning about indigenous 
culture and language 

 We have (and will continue to) hold ceremonies and gatherings at 
significant times (e.g. Mabo Day, and NAIDOC Week) 

 We expect to hold regular “yarning circles” for all people interested 
in sharing stories of early Braidwood history 

 The space is used for meeting Aboriginal people who are exploring 
their ancestral links to this area 

 We have received feedback from some Aboriginal people that they 
view the Dhurga Rock as a significant step forward in healing their 
dispossession from this area. 

16th August 2017 
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Phone conversations recorded by Debbie Sibbick regarding comments to the landscape upgrade proposals are detailed in Table 2 below.   

Table 2: Phone conversations 

No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
1 Phone 

Conversation 
RSL Sub Branch – President on 21/9/2017: 
 

1. The RSL is happy with the memorial section of the garden in its 
current state.  They have spent thousands of dollars on the 
memorial section recently and would not like to see it 
changed.  The rocks are local granite rocks.  

2. Seat could be replaced, and any other additional seating 
incorporated.  

3. The area could be beautified with additional plantings. 
4. Do not want to see the plaques removed and placed onto a 

memorial wall, due to the cost and effort they have recently 
undertaken.  

5. Bollards at the memorial soldier to be consistent.  
 

 

RSL memorial garden and 
bollards to the memorial soldier.  

 

Personal conversations are recorded at Table 3 below.  

Table 3: Personal conversations 

No. Forum Comment Recommendations 
1 Meeting held at 

Ryrie Park with 
Julie and Janene 
from Two Fires 
Committee 
 

 
Discussion notes, onsite meeting 5 September 2017:  
 
1. Dhurga Rock to remain in situ.  
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5 September 2017 2. Seat at Dhurga Rock (Bridge timber) to remain in situ.  Seats may 
be added to this area, as indicated by you, to form a meeting place.  
Seats to be similar to existing.   
3. Any plantings to be low, so as not to shade out or block the vista of 
the Rock 4. You will arrange for a concept drawing of your ideas / 
proposals for this area. 
5. Noted that the Dhurga Rock is used for: educational purposes by 
local school groups; gatherings; and festivals.  
6. Noted also your comments regarding the remainder of the South 
Ryrie Park precinct: pavers to be retained in existing location due to 
the historical context of their installation, supported by local families 
including yourselves.  Brick path may be added to but not removed; 
RSL Memorial to remain as is, due to the effort by local members; 
noted that this section of the Park is well utilised on Market day, with 
many stall holders covering the entire Park.  
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Notes from Community Forum at Braidwood Old Library: 10 August 2017.  

The landscape consultant Philips/Marler conducted a community consultation on the evening of Thursday 10 August, at the Old Library in Braidwood.  

Comments were received at the conclusion of the evening and have been recorded below.  

Butchers paper was posted to the wall with participants being asked to make comment on Post – It – Notes.  Participants were then asked to place their 

notes on the pre-prepared butchers paper, posted to the wall of the room.  The results have been transferred to the table below.  

Table 4: comments from community consultation at Braidwood on August 10, 2017.  

No.  Section of Plan Comment 

1 Ryrie Park South Great plan 
2  New trees is nice 
3  Can we please have a more woody, organic playing area, similar to the Arboretum (in the ACT) 
4  New trees is nice 
5  I love everything.  No. 3 is the priority 
6   Peaceful, tranquil 

 The concepts are beautiful  

 Love the memorial wall 

 
7  We need a good open area for a skateboard park, not tucked in a corner, so it can have access for general 

community supervision therefore safety for the children.  
8  I love everything you have suggested.  Good on you! 
9  Seating in south park NE of Bandstand – make it closer so it can be used with bandstand 
10  There is a good toilet block behind the Library in Park Lane west with accessible toilet + 4 cubicles – rarely 

used! 
11  Street furniture – yes to wood and metal, clean lines 
12   
13 Ryrie Park North Skatepark please 
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No.  Section of Plan Comment 

14  Water elements 

Natural materials 

Organic forms 

No bright colours 
15  Yes to Skate areas 
16  Opportunities for outdoor music events would be great 
17  This Park should be the priority  
18  Play park that will do all ages up to 18 years old 
19  40km p/h zone all the way down, past the pre-school 
20  Facilities for food vans between parks.  

Electricity & Bins 
21  Fantastic inclusive design, especially for our young people and skaters 
22  Wonderful ideas for the active area of the Park 

Pool upgrade, Playground and skate park, fantastic 
23  I love everything.  No 2 is the priority 
24  Great concepts for both North and South Ryrie 
25  Strongly support the proposals, particularly the move of the amenities block, the skate area and the 

playgrounds 
26  Love the sugge4stions for Ryrie Park in general.  Would dramatically improve the feel of the park.  
27  Drawing of a skate park on a post it note 
28  Go for it! 
29  Skate Park design is great 
30  Recreational area along Monkittee creek with toilet facilities and seating etc.  
31  I love it! Do it! 
32  Memorial Wall in Ryrie Park North would need finishes to match War Memorial, to be sympathetic 
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No.  Section of Plan Comment 

33  Kids park is great! 
34  Please keep / replace the National Park interpretation signs.  
35  Our kids will love the new park 
36  Joining the park lands is a good idea 
37  Age variety for kids / swim etc is a place to go and enjoy 
38  I think it is great we are getting a skate park 
39 Parking Thanks, well thought out 
40  Concerned about buses parking in front of Albion. Maybe down Duncan Street East & West?  
41  I love everything 
42  Off street parking for locals in Council Yard. 

No coach parking at Duncan Street intersection 

Have coach parking North park, Wallace Street 
43  Do you think car & boat / car & caravan parking to also be in Lascelles Stre below St. Bedes Church? 

i.e. additional to the proposed Wallace Street.  
44  Good ideas posed to regain spaces and create a fresh new visual aspect 
45  No bus stop in the main intersection 
46  Public parking at Council Depot site 
47  McKellar Street is a wide level area often used by large articulated vehicles.  A caravan toilet dump is 

available along the Park frontage. This lends the area to further use.  
48  New off street car park is great. 

But how do you get the shop owners and staff to move off the main street?  
49  Love idea of locals parking off the main street 
50  Support car parking for locals in Council area behind National Theatre 
51  Bus, long vehicle/truck parking in Wallace Street opposite Albion not supported 
52  Bus parking at Park.  Not at Wallace Street / Duncan Street intersection 
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No.  Section of Plan Comment 

53  Need trees in the main street and covered cables.  It looks like a setting for a western and is very ugly. 
People fight to get under the trees to park in summer and the trees are constantly mangled by bad tree 
surgery.  

54 Wallace Street 

Crossing 

Great design.  Priorities: 
 Safety 
 Drainage 
 Parking / street design 
 Young peoples facilities, esp playground and skate park 

55  Keep our same old seats and fix up.  Not turn into an abstraction (street seats) 
56  Agapanthus don’t survive severe frosts here n winter therefore not suitable 
57  New paving will over gentrify 
58  Crossing 1: Tree planting, ground cover, same as crossing 2 
59  No mention of Wallace Street south and Lascelles despite existing and new developments 
60  A Pedestrian refuge in the centre of Wallace Street at the crossings and not a Zebra crossing people get 

killed on these.  Most towns now have the refuges, good examples are Goulburn and Queanbeyan.  
61  The proposals are a big improvement.  Would love trees at the National Theatre crossing as described 
62  Use granite for stone finish, the grey / pink tone concrete or even greenish to reflect lichen.  
63  The assumption that vehicles travel at around 30kph at top crossing, outside Royal Hotel, may not be true at 

all times, especially long weekends.  
64  Please don’t make it look too new as it will be ugly 
65  Yay a cool slab of concrete with curves.  Just don’t change Braidwood too much.  
66  Consistent street footpath paving 
67  Changing the bollards is a must 
68  Plantings sound fantastic 
69  Spend funds on Footpaths before style upgrades 
70  2 tall trees and bollards is good. Great.  
71  Love it! 
72  Love ideas of bollards, not blisters 
73  Like the pavement suggestions 
74  Big tick to plantings at crossings and bollards 
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No.  Section of Plan Comment 

75 Duncan / Wallace 

Street Intersection 

Not sure about the bus parking here 

76  Love the design. Don’t think buses should stop here though.  
77  The paving around this intersection needs to be soft. Big kid Family hangout, bikes and dogs 
78  Please keep some decomposed granite parking spaces, they feel rural not city and that why we live here.  
79  I like the paving idea but can we please be very careful it doesn’t look too modern / polished. The granite 

sometimes looks a bit cheesy. 
80  No buses out front of Albion, on Wallace.  Busses up on Duncan.  
81  Good idea shortening the distance for pedestrians.  
82  Only 2 small trees mentioned for lower pedestrian crossing. More trees required for summer shading and 

seating under. Still just tar and cement with a continuous car park each side of the street. Overall, great to 
see some progress.  

83  Great concept. Love the idea of enhancing corners 
84  Priority one please 
85  In Beechworth the granite gutters have little bridges over them for pedestrians and are considered precious 

historic features. Not dug up as they are here.  
86  Duncan & Wallace Street intersection – roundabout? With colourful planting.  
87  Support for Duncan st intersections particularly colour scoping 4 major corner buildings and repainting, plus 

removal of Albion buildings balconies and replacement with heritage appropriate code compliant patter in 
timber 

88  No bus stop in front of Albion. Maybe further south near the church 
89  No buses to stop near Duncan St / Wallace Street please 
90  Priority Duncan Street intersection and Ryrie Park North 
91  Consistent street sealing 
92  I love everything.  Duncan / Wallace Street intersection number 1 priority 
93  We won’t be able to change Braidwood to a destination if we cant soften the main street.  Trees, gardens and 

seating would go a long way towards this.  
Have a look at Tumbarumba’s main street, along with just about every other town.  
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QPRC COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS 

 

No. Date 
rec’d 

Question / Request Responsible 
staff 

Response Date of 
reply 

COMPL 
Y/N 

6 4/10/17 Request the Local Traffic Committee 
review the intersection of Canberra 
Avenue and Stornaway Road and 
advise if a stop sign for vehicles 
entering Stornaway Road from 
Canberra Ave (similar to the one at the 
previous intersection with Ross Road) 
can be implemented. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

The Local Traffic Committee does not 
undertake a review of the intersection. 
Staff will do this review and, if there are 
any changes proposed by the staff as a 
result of the review, they will be taken to 
the Traffic Committee for approval.  

6/10/17 N 

9 25/10/17 Cr Schweikert requested an update on 
the Food and Farm Trail scheduled in 
Bungendore next year and advised that 
the applicant is Ms Jenny Curtis. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Natural and Built 
Character and 
Service Manager 
– Business and 
Innovation 

Following up with staff to determine 
nature of request. 

 16/11/17 N 

10 25/10/17 Cr Marshall referred to the seniors’ 
housing development in King Street 
Bungendore (DA.2016.206) and the 
ongoing concern in the community 
about the contamination of the site and 
the removal of the contaminated soil 
and its destination. It is understood 
conditions in the development consent 
included testing and satisfactory results 
before proceeding. Cr Marshall 
requested Councillors be provided with 
a copy of the relevant test reports and 
he also requested consideration be 
given to releasing these to the 
community to allay concerns.  
 

Portfolio GM 
Natural and Built 
Character 

Cr Marshall will be provided with a hard 
copy of the Site Audit Statement and 
accompanying report. 
 
A hard copy will be placed in the 
Councillors' Room at Queanbeyan 
chambers should other Councillors wish 
to peruse the document. 
 
A copy of the report will be placed on 
the development application file where it 
will be able to be reviewed by interested 
persons at the Bungendore office.  As 
the document is copyright it cannot be 
copied without the consent of the author. 

 16/11/17 Y 
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11 25/10/17 Cr Marshall requested a copy of the 
report following the community 
consultation held in October 2016 on 
options for Foxlow Bridge.  

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

Foxlow Bridge options survey attached. 
 
Foxlow Bridge survey results placed in 
Google Suite on 16 November 2017 as 
the document is confidential because it 
contains details of the submitters to the 
consultation process.  
 

15/11/17  Y 

12 25/10/17 Cr Marshall requested a briefing or 
report on the expenditure of the 
$500,000 in Bungendore, $500,000 in 
Braidwood, and the $100,000 in 
Captains Flat for town beautification. Cr 
Marshall advised residents have not 
been able to identify any spending in 
Captains Flat. He further requested that, 
if there were any unallocated funds, the 
elected Council may be involved in 
allocating them. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

A workshop on this topic is scheduled 
for 7 February 2018. 

13/11/17 N 

13 29/10/17 Cr Bray has received a complaint from a 
resident in Lerra Street, regarding the 
noise of vehicles coming through the 
roundabout at the intersection of Edwin 
Land Parkway and Numeralia Drive. 
The complainant requests noise 
attenuation provisions be put in place. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

 A review of the noise levels at this 
location is being undertaken to 
determine if noise attenuation measures 
are require. The outcome of that review 
will be provided to Councillors 

15/11/17  N 

14 30/10/17 Cr Harrison has received a complaint 
from a resident from Bywong regarding 
the removal of trees by his neighbour. It 
is understood consent was received 
from Council to remove some trees but 
more were removed than what was 
approved, and it also appears other 
trees have been shortened. Cr Harrison 
would like to know Council's position. 

Portfolio GM 
Natural and Built 
Character 

Complaint under investigation.   N 
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15 31/10/17 Cr Marshall enquired about the 

Consultative Committee on Aboriginal 
Issues advising he understands this is 
an existing committee with existing 
membership. He would like to know if 
the Committee has a meeting schedule, 
and if so, the date for the next meeting. 
Cr Marshall further requested copies of 
the minutes from the last few meetings. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Choice 

The Consultative Committee on 
Aboriginal issues has been advertised 
for expressions of interest along with 
other Committees and Advisory panels 
of Council. Following this process the 
membership will be determined and the 
first meeting date will be set. QPRC’s 
Aboriginal Liaison and Project Officer 
will have a major role in ensuring 
appropriate representation. The last 
meeting was held on 16 September 
2016. Although scheduled to be bi-
monthly, the meetings were intermittent 
due to difficulties in reaching a quorum 
and the difficulty of recruiting a new 
Liaison Officer. When the new 
committee is chosen, a schedule will be 
endorsed at the first meeting. I have 
attached the TOR for the Committee 
and the minutes from the last two 
meetings. 
 

 16/11/17  Y 

16 31/10/17 Cr Marshall enquired about the QPRC 
Heritage Advisory Committee which he 
understands is an existing committee 
that has changed its remit slightly 
because of the Braidwood and Curtilage 
Heritage Advisory Committee.  Cr 
Marshall would like to know if the QPRC 
Heritage Advisory Committee has an 
existing membership and meeting 
schedule, and the date of the next 
meeting. He further requested copies of 
the minutes from the last few meetings 
or if the staff's view is that it needs to be 
reconstituted, that the process of doing 

Service Manager 
Land-Use 
Planning 

The Queanbeyan Heritage Advisory 
Committee had an existing membership 
list but its area of responsibility only 
included the former Queanbeyan area.  
Members included Sue Whelan (former 
Councillor and LRC representative), 
Heather Thomson (representing 
Queanbeyan Historical Society), Jane 
Underwood (Community representative), 
David Loft (Community representative) 
and Brendan O'Keefe (Community 
representative). Pip Giovanelli (Heritage 
Advisor - West) also attended as did 
staff - Michael Thompson, David 

 15/11/17  Y 
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so be started (advertising for members 
etc). 
 

Carswell and Jordana Mitchell. Meetings 
were held at 5.30pm on the third 
Monday of the month in Committee 
Room 1 at 257 Crawford Street. The last 
few Minutes went to Council's meetings 
of 24 May (Item 10.4) and 26 April (Item 
10.4). This committee needs to be 
reconstituted and its Charter and Role 
also being reviewed. 
 

17 31/10/17 Cr Marshall enquired about the 
Braidwood and Curtilage Heritage 
Advisory Committee and requests the 
process of constituting it (advertising for 
members etc) be started. He is happy to 
meet with relevant staff to assist with 
this if it’s easier than communicating by 
email. 
 

Service Manager 
Land-Use 
Planning 

Noted. Happy to meet with Councillor 
Marshall if OK with the Portfolio GM 
Natural and Built Character. 
 

15/11/17   N 

18 31/10/17 Cr Marshall enquired about the 
Environment and Sustainability Advisory 
Committee which he understands has 
expanded its remit. He is querying if the 
existing membership is appropriate, or 
whether it needs to be reconstituted. Cr 
Marshall would also like to know if the 
Environment and Sustainability Advisory 
Committee had a meeting schedule and 
the date of the next meeting. He further 
requested copies of the minutes from 
the last few meetings. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Natural and Built 
Character 

 Not proposed to schedule meeting until 
community representatives are 
appointed.  Terms of reference will be 
reviewed by committee once 
constituted. 

   N 
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19 31/10/17 Cr Marshall enquired about the 
Integrated Water Cycle Management 
Project Reference Group and whether 
this committee already exists. If so, he 
requested relevant information be 
provided to him such as previous 
minutes, meeting schedule and next 
meeting date.  
 

Service Manager 
- Utilities 

     N 

20 31/10/17 Cr Marshall referred to the new Araluen 
and Majors Creek Area Committee, 
stating that as the Committee only has 
an oversight of the Araluen s355 
Committee, should something similar be 
set up in Majors Creek and whether this 
should also extend to Gundillion. 
 

Service Manager 
Governance 

An item to establish the Terms of 
Reference and scope of the new 
Araluen/Majors Creek Committee will be 
placed on the agenda for its first 
meeting. 

13/11/17 N 

21 31/10/17 Cr Marshall referred to the Captains 
Flat/Hoskinstown/Carwoola Committee 
and requested details for the 
Hoskinstown and Carwoola 
Committees. 
 

Service Manager 
Governance 

Details of contacts have been provided 
to Cr Marshall. 

13/11/17 Y 

22 31/10/17 Cr Marshall referred to the Community 
Safety Precinct Committee – Monaro 
Local Area Command (LSC), stating 
that traditionally there was only one 
Councillor on this committee, which is 
“owned” by the police. It was agreed 
that Council would ask the Monaro LAC 
if two councillors could attend, and the 
reasons for that which were outlined (in 
particular that there used to be five 
councils represented, but now there are 
only two much larger councils). Has this 
communication happened yet, and if 
not, requests it be done.  

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Choice 

Contact has been made with Monaro 
LAC and we are waiting on a response. 

16/11/17  N  
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23   Cr Marshall referred to the confidential 

attachments for 27 September meeting 
state that an unsolicited proposal was 
first received by QPRC for the CBD 
redevelopment in April 2016. It has 
been repeatedly stated publicly that the 
unsolicited proposal was received in 
November 2016. Clarification is sought 
on the discrepancy between the two 
accounts. 

 CEO/GM CEO/GM received a range of 
ideas/concepts for CBD and other 
Council sites from a range of developers 
around time the CBD Property 
Feasibility Study prepared by HIllPDA 
and reported to Council after workshops 
in April. Following the April resolution, 
appropriate frameworks (e.g. probity and 
unsolicited proposals guidance) was 
prepared to enable receipt and 
consideration of proposals. A formal 
proposal from a group of developers 
formed as DQPL (reflecting the 
unsolicited proposals guide) and 
capable of framing into a heads of 
agreement was received in November 
for report to Council. 
 

12/10/17 Y 

24   Cr Marshall referred to a member of the 
public stating at a Council meeting that 
signs had been put up on Burra Road 
favouring a candidate/group in the 
Council election. Cr Marshall enquired 
as to what action is being taken about 
this.  
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

The signs have since been removed. If 
they reappear, they will be removed. 

12/10/17 Y 

25 17/10/17 Cr Marshall referred to the Minutes of 
the Council Meeting on 23rd August 
which stated: 
RESOLVED (Overall): The 
Administrator resolved that should the 
Administrator of Queanbeyan-Palerang 
Regional Council be declared elected 
following the Local Government 
Elections on 9 September 2017, the 
Councillor fee applicable be reduced to 

Service Manager 
Workplace 

Mayor Overall was paid a Mayor and 
Councillor allowance from the first 
meeting of Council on 20 September 
2017 and the savings to the budget was 
$5,923.08. 

17/10/17 Y 
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nil from the date of the declaration of 
the poll to the date of the first meeting of 
the new Council.The Administrator also 
informed NSW Legislative Council 
Budget Estimates on 1st September:"Mr 
OVERALL: I have informed our human 
resources director that I wish to forego 
over the two weeks of the pre-poll 
period, with a copy to the general 
manager.The Hon. PETER PRIMROSE: 
There is no leave prior to that period?Mr 
OVERALL: There is no leave 
entitlement as an administrator and I 
also make the point that in other 
councils mayors and councillors receive 
their allowance right up to the 
declaration of the poll of a new 
council.But I, as administrator, decided 
to do the right thing and forego during 
the two -week pre-poll period up to the 
election. Can Council please be 
informed of the savings to QPRC's 
budget as a result of these two separate 
statements by the Administrator? 

26 12/10/17 Queanbeyan City Council's practice 
was to have the Chairperson's name in 
the footer of every page of Council 
Meeting and Committee of the Whole 
Business Papers and Minutes, and this 
has carried over to QPRC under 
Administration and since the election. 
This was not Palerang Council's 
practice, nor is it the practice of any of 
the neighbouring councils that I have 
found. Nor is it required by the QPRC 
Code of Meeting Practice, which 
prescribes:  

EA to Mayor and 
CEO/GM 

When the former QCC prepared the 
minutes and reports for binding, they 
didn't have to order the special blue 
minute / report paper so it was 
incorporated into the agenda docs.  This 
was the practice from when QCC started 
using InfoCouncil. 

12/10/17 Y 
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15.7. On each sheet of the Council 
minute book there will be placed a 
footer setting out; 
15.7.1. the nature of the meeting;  
15.7.2. the date of the meeting, and  
15.7.3. page number."  
Cr Marshall requested advice of the 
origins of and justification for this 
practice. 
 

27   Cr Marshall referred to the development 
consent issued for a dwelling at 1303a 
Bungendore Road Bywong, stating that 
at just 0.4318ha, the size is 
substantially less than the 6ha minimum 
lot size in that area for a dwelling 
entitlement.  He understood that such a 
variation to the minimum lot size, 
allowable under Clause 4.6 of the 
Palerang LEP, had to be approved by 
Council. The DA Tracking on Council's 
website shows it was approved by staff. 
Cr Marshall requested advice of the 
basis on which this Development 
Application was approved. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Natural and Built 
Character 

While the site is well below the minimum 
lot size, the dwelling was permissible 
under Clause 4.2A(3)(c) of the PLEP 
2014 as the site was created as part of a 
Council approved subdivision and a 
dwelling was permissible on the site 
prior to the commencement of the PLEP 
2014. The lot was further reduced in 
size as a result of a road 
widening/realignment process. 

12/10/17 Y 

28 5/11/17 On behalf of the Bungendore War 
Memorial Committee (BWMC), Cr 
Schweikert requested a response from 
Council to assist the Committee to 
obtain an engineers' report on the 
memorial to assist them in applying for 
a grant for maintenance. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

Engineering staff will inspect the 
memorial and provide some advice on 
the matter however a suitably qualified 
structural engineer would need to be 
engaged to prepare a structural report 
as requested. Further advice will be 
provided once the memorial has been 
inspected. 
 

15/11/17   N 
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29 5/11/17 Cr Schweikert requested the following: 
- clarification on charges on a water 
notice; 
- a copy of the legislation which Council 
operates under regarding the 
grandfathering of rates etc for 
companies but not individuals which is 
believed to be dated about 2004, and 
- he understands that was a QCC 
committee set up to look at this 
situation, and if it reported, he would like 
to know the recommendations for this. 

CEO/GM and 
Chief Financial 
Officer 

In 2015/16 former QCC underwent an 
external review of Water and Sewer 
pricing models. Council implemented the 
recommendations in accordance with 
the best guidelines of Office of NSW 
Water. The change commenced 1st July 
2016. The review resulted in a reduction 
from 9.5% and 13% increases for water 
and sewer to a once off 4% increase. 
With future increases as per CPI. As per 
guidelines Council had to correct the 
methodology of access charging to 
reflect the size of the meter. 
 
The Rates and Revenue subcommittee 
of Council implemented a Water Meter 
Size Reassessment Policy where by a 
property was able to perform a desktop 
self-assessment. If the self-assessment 
found the meter size is highly likely to be 
assessed as a lower size than installed, 
the property owner was granted a 50% 
reduction in access fees until a full 
assessment was submitted and 
assessed by Council. If the full 
assessment found that Council required 
a lower meter size than the meter size 
installed the lower access charge was 
applied. 
 
Council staff are investigating the 
legislation requiring the grandfathering 
approach for companies. Council staff 
will follow this action up in the next 
questions table. 
 

10/11/17 Y 
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The review also revised the charge 
methodology in regards to multi-unit 
dwellings. The consultant advised that 
within the 2007 Office of NSW Water 
guidelines mention: 
 All freestanding and multi-unit 

residential developments (both strata 
and non-strata) approved after 1 July 
2004 must be separately metered. 

 Local water units should encourage 
separate metering of existing multi-
unit residential developments where 
cost effective. 

 A block of say 4 Torrens title are to 
be treated as 4 single residential 
assessments, each with a 20mm 
service connection charge. 

 
Therefore Council staff have reviewed 
and sought independent advice, the 
returned advice is that Council is 
applying the appropriate charges for the 
scenario of the constituent. 
 

30 8/11/17 Cr Marshall enquired if Council uses 
Facebook events for Council meetings 
or various public consultation meetings. 

Service Manager 
Customer and 
Communication 

Facebook events is used for community 
meetings and other consultation 
activities when they are open to the 
broader public. Council does not use 
Facebook events for ordinary or 
Planning and Strategy Committee (PSC) 
meetings. Ordinary and PSC meetings 
are shown under events on Council's 
website. 
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31 14/11/17 Cr Marshall referred to the speed limit 
signs at the new chip seal that was put 
down at the very north-western end of 
Captains Flat Road, just on the 
approach to Kings Highway roundabout 
and requested they be reviewed and 
removed if no longer needed. 
 

Portfolio GM 
Community 
Connection 

These temporary signs will be reviewed 
and removed if possible. 

15/11/17 Y 
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                                               COMMITTEE MEETING 

                                    WEDNESDAY 18 OCTOBER 2017 AT 6PM 

                              AT THE SHED MICK SHERD OVAL BUNGENDORE 

 

                                                            AGENDA 
 

1. Meeting opened – 5.45pm 

 

2. Present, Ken Gordon– early discussion then left, Jo Cave, Garry Cook, David Cooke, Tony Rayner, 

Melody Carn 

 

3. Apologies – John Cooper 

 

4. Minutes of previous meeting 

 

5. Business arising from minutes 

Mice problem – have appeared to have fixed mice problem 

6. Presidents report 

Nothing to report 

7. Secretary’s report 

Nothing to report 

8. Treasurers Report 
Bank accounts all changed and ready to internet banking 
9. Council Report 

- 

10. General Business 

Need new fridge, Baine Maree and we are desperate for an ice machine. 

We measured the space, have got prices for new fridge.  Garry Cook looking into ice machines, see 

attached prices. 

Fridge Prices: 

Kelvinator 528l Bottom Mount Fridge  

$895.00 with delivery to Bungendore $49.00 

Moved for new fridge: Melody Carn, 2nd Jo Cave. 

We need to order before OZtag starts.   

 

We need to organise ice machine asap. 

Moved: Garry Cook, 2nd David Cooke. 
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11. Next Meetings 

Wednesday 6 December 2017 at 6pm at ‘The Shed’ Mick Sherd Oval Gibraltar Street Bungendore 

 

12. Meeting closed 6.35pm. 
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