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STREET NAME PROPOSALS FOR POPLARS DEVELOPMENT – JERRABOMBERRA 

Retail Precinct – North Poplars (Theme: Historical landowners) 

GWENDOLINE PLACE 

Amy GWENDOLINE Halloran (1889 – 1960) 

Amy Gwendoline Halloran was born in 1889, the second child and second daughter of John 
Joseph Roberts and Frederika Sebright Pettingall. John Joseph Roberts once held a coach 
business (in partnership) running from Baidwood to Goulburn, Yass to Goulburn etc., but not 
for long. He was bought out by Rutherford of later Cobb and Co fame. 

On 26 March 1920 Amy married Henry Ferdinand Halloran in Manly becoming his second 
wife. She had worked as his secretary. Her sister Sylvia (Sheila's mother) was her 
bridesmaid. They travelled to England and Holland together, he to attend a conference in 
Amsterdam. 

Granny, as she became known, ran the household in Bellevue Hill, Sydney throughout their 
time together and kept it running when Henry was away, which was most weekends. She was 
a wonderful supporter and encourager of each of the children, including her three step-sons. 
She kept a good table, as they say. 

She was also the licensed driver of the family. Henry had a heart problem and so did not 
drive. Amy was a proud Anglican and member of the congregation at St Stephen's Bellevue 
Hill where there is a stained glass window in her honour. She was a supporter of 
Hammondville which was the settlement out of which developed the huge philanthropic 
group named Hammondcare. 

Amy died 15 January 1960, aged 71, at home after spending time at the Mater Hospital in 
North Sydney. Last memory of her was in bed in the dining room/bedroom on the ground 
floor at her daughter Joy's house. 

Her connection to Queanbeyan is of course as the wife and supporter of Henry Ferdinand 
Halloran, the instigator of Environa. Both Henry Street and Ferdinand Place are approved 
street names existing in the development. The inclusion of Gwendoline Place would add to 
the area's historical value. 
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Business and Innovation Precinct – South Poplars (Theme: Australian Innovators) 

LEXCEN AVENUE 

Ben LEXCEN (1936 - 1988) 

Benjamin Lexcen AM (born Robert Clyde Miller, 19 March 1936 – 1 May 1988) was an 
Australian yachtsman and marine architect.  He is famous for the winged keel design 
applied to Australia II which, in 1983, became the first non-American yacht to win the 
prestigious America's Cup in 132 years. 

Born in the small town of Boggabri, New South Wales on 19 March 1936. After his parents, 
labourer Edward William Miller and Ethel Doreen, née Green abandoned him as a child he 
stayed briefly at Boys' Town, Engadine, before going to his grandfather at Newcastle.  

He left school at age 14 to pursue a locomotive mechanic's apprenticeship but soon found 
his attention turning to sailboats.  At 16, he designed his first sailboat, “The Comet” with his 
friend William Bennett in Hamilton, NSW, and began to make a name for himself in local 
competition. 

Lexcen  did his sail making apprenticeship with Norman Wright in Queensland. His designs 
were highly innovative.  His entry, "Taipan" in the 1960, 18 Footer World Championship 
started the modern era of the class and he won the World Championship in 1961 with the 
successor, "Venom".  

With friend Craig Whitworth, he founded a boat-building, sail-making and ship-chandlery firm 
(Miller and Whitworth) and designed boats part-time as well.  One of his lasting early 
successes was the design that became the International Contender.  

The name chosen links the 'Australian Inventors/Innovators' road name theme with the 
theme of development (Innovation Precinct). 

LIDWILL PLACE 

Mark Cowley LIDWILL (1878 - 1969)  

Graduated with honours in medicine from Melbourne University (MB 1902, BCh 1903), and 
as MD in 1905.     

Mark C Lidwill Born in Cheltenham, England on 7 April 1878, Lidwill emigrated with his 
parents to Melbourne, Australia, in 1894 and later graduated with honours in medicine from 
Melbourne University (MB 1902, BCh 1903), and as MD in 1905.  He died on 4 July 1969 
(aged 91). 

Lidwill discovered that by using electricity he could stimulate muscles.  He then went on to 
discover he could use electricity to set the pace of a sick heart. In 1926 Lidwill was working 
at the Crown Street Women's Hospital in Sydney where he resuscitated a newborn baby 
with an electrical device. Lidwill's method was to put a needle into the heart to administer 16-
volt impulses via the apparatus he had invented.  Lidwill's experiments with electricity lead to 
the invention of the cardiac pacemaker.   

Lidwill’s knowledge and expertise extended not only to his invention of the cardiac 
pacemaker but to the design and manufacture in 1910 of his mechanical-anaesthesia 
apparatus, the “Lidwill Inter-tracheal Anaesthetic Machine”, which remained in use in 
operating theatres in hospitals throughout Australia for more than 30 years.  Lidwill’s 
invention, the cardiac pacemaker, has saved innumerable human lives and has been listed 
by Australian Geographic amongst the top ten Australian inventions that changed the world. 

The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute named one of five laboratories of their 
Molecular Cardiology and Biophysics Division as the Mark Cowley Lidwill Cardiac 
Electrophysiology Laboratory. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winged_keel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yacht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/America%27s_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Lexcen#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apprenticeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contender_(dinghy)
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NICHOLAS COURT 

George Richard NICHOLAS (1884-1960), 

George Richard Nicholas CBE, pharmacist and philanthropist, grew up in South Australia 
and Victoria.  After qualifying in 1912 he opened a pharmacy in Windsor.  When World War I 
cut off German supplies of acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin), he set out with no instructions and 
primitive equipment to make some.  

With freelance entrepreneur Henry Woolf Shmith, he succeeded in producing a batch of pure 
aspirin.  In late 1915, after bureaucratic delays, the pair were licenced to make and sell the 
drug in Australia.  In 1917 they registered the name Aspro.  

Swapping Shmith for his brother Alfred as his business partner, through the 1920s George 
expanded his local business and made incursions into overseas markets.  Aspro Ltd, an 
English company established by Alfred, became a public company in 1935.  As their wealth 
increased, the brothers endowed hospitals, colleges and diverse charities.  In the 1930s 
George bought a large stand of mountain ash in Victoria to provide work for unemployed 
youths.  

By 1937, they were estimated to have given away more than half a million pounds.  
Meanwhile, George built up a magnificent garden at Mount Macedon and became a 
mainstay of the Victoria Racing Club.  He was the company's managing director from 1937 
until his retirement in 1947, during which period it broadened its products to 
pharmaceuticals, vitamins and veterinary products.  He lived to see the opening of a new 
large plant at Chadstone in 1957. 
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