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1. OUTCOMES: 

Incorporate high quality public art projects into capital development projects, public spaces and 
other suitable locations  in Queanbeyan  
 
Provide criteria and procedures to be followed for nominating, assessing, selecting and installing 
all public art projects, including necessary design documentation, responsibilities of parties 
involved, contract requirements and community consultations 

2. POLICY: 

Public Art is a key strategy in the Queanbeyan Council Cultural Plan. 
 
The Public Art Policy provides a framework for Council planning and decision-making in relation 
to the commissioning or acquisition of public artwork projects and their ongoing care and 
maintenance. 
 

The policy sets out the criteria and procedures to be followed when nominating, assessing, 
selecting and installing all public art projects, including necessary design documentation, 
responsibilities of parties involved, contract requirements and community consultations in 
accordance with Council’s Procurement policies and community engagement policies . 

 
The policy allows for community involvement in the process through the establishment of a Public 
Art Advisory Panel  
 

3. DEFINITIONS 

Public art refers to any artwork in the public domain.  
 
Public artworks can be found in parks, streetscapes, recreation  areas, community centres,  city 
gateways, shopping centres, Council offices, hospitals, corporate office buildings, libraries, 
shopping centres, forecourts of public buildings, pavements or any publicly accessible space (other 
than inside a gallery or museum environment) 
 
Public art can take many forms, such as sculpture, murals, stained glass, landscaping and 
earthworks, signage, plaques, street furniture, mosaics, street banners, water features, sound art, 
interpretive and gateway signage, aerosol art, performance art, computer generated and visually 
projected artworks. 
 
Public artworks may be either permanent or temporary installations that can vary with regard to 
size, scope, medium, functionality and location.  
 
Public art can involve the commission of artists and designers to produce site-specific work or can 
involve the purchase of existing works to be permanently sited in public places.  
 
Memorials and monuments are also an important aspect in community public spaces and this 
policy is also applicable. 
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4. LEGISLATIVE OBLIGATIONS AND/OR RELEVANT STANDARDS 

Council’s procurement policies and community engagement policies apply to the assessment, 
selection, commissioning and installation of all public art projects. Guidelines for Public Art 
Projects have been developed by Council in consultation with the community. 

 

5. CONTENT: 

1. Queanbeyan City Council acknowledges that the arts in their many forms of expression make a 
fundamental contribution to the community and its culture, and play an integral role in developing 
and enriching local and regional identity. 

2. Established Council procedures to be followed when nominating, assessing, selecting and 
installing all public art projects, including necessary design documentation, responsibilities of 
parties involved, contract requirements and community consultations. 

3. A Public Art Advisory Panel has been  established to assess and make recommendation to 
Council on public artworks proposals. The Panel is  made up of community and specialist 
representatives with appropriate expertise, including Council cultural, planning, engineering and 
parks staff.  

4. Any public art proposals initiated by the community or private sector that will significantly impact 
on the streetscape or public places must comply with this policy and Council's other regulatory 
and approvals processes. 

5. All new public art installations of a permanent nature must include a maintenance schedule with 
a clear indication of how such maintenance will be funded and resourced. 

6. Any proposed gift of a public artwork to Queanbeyan City Council to be assessed by the Public 
Art Advisory Panel with regard to the established selection criteria and recommend on whether 
or not to accept the gift. 

7. Council to establish a Public Art Fund for the purpose of commissioning new public artworks, to 
provide matching funding for public art grant applications,  for projects initiated by the 
community, and for community projects with a public art outcome. 

8. Council to determine an amount of funding to allocate each year in the Management Plan for 
public art purposes. 

9. Council to facilitate and support partnerships between the Queanbeyan arts and business 
sectors of the City to encourage the development of public artworks projects.  

10. Reports for Council to include a Statement of Cultural Implications when the report is dealing 
with works, projects or issues that relate to public art or other cultural works.  

11. Council to incorporate public artworks in the planning and design for major capital projects that 
will contribute to the functional, aesthetic and cultural elements of the project. These capital 
infrastructure projects will include:  

• Renovations or modifications to Council and community buildings  

• Works that include the modification of the urban landscape, such as CBD re-development, 
street-scaping, parks, reserves and the riverfront. 

• New commercial, industrial, tourism and residential developments that provide opportunities 
to integrate public art into the projects and developers are encouraged to include appropriate 
public artworks. 

• In commercial developments of a suitable scale, Council to consider making approval 
contingent on the inclusion of appropriate public art projects compliant with this policy, to 
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encourage private developers to integrate public art in the creation of more attractive public 
spaces. 

• In new major urban developments such as Googong, South Jerrabomberra and Tralee, 
Council to work with the developers to include a funded programme of public artworks to 
assist with designing and creating public spaces that will express and reflect the identity of 
these new communities. 

12. Selection of Public Artworks,  whether site specific or acquisitions, will be informed by the 
following criteria: 

 

Excellence -  quality of design and proposed execution, relative merit of conceptual 
rationale, level of innovation 

Relevance –  degree of connection to the communities and environments of Queanbeyan  
Diversity –  that the overall public art projects encompass a range of styles, media, artists 

and locations that cater to a diversity of audiences 
Public safety – ensuring there is no unacceptable level of risk associated with any public art 

proposal 
Location –  the proposed location is not only appropriate for the work but also suitable in 

terms of community access 
Feasibility –   the proposed work is achievable and affordable 
Maintenance –  consideration will be given to the ongoing maintenance and/or requirements 

for removal of the artwork. 
 
Criteria for Public Art Forms to Acknowledge the Achievements of Notable Queanbeyan 
People 
1. The person nominated for a public artwork must be a current or previous resident of 

Queanbeyan, with significant links and associations with the city. 

 (This can include a person who was born in, or lived for a time in Queanbeyan, and went 
on to make their contribution at a Regional, State, National or International level.)  

2. The person has achieved recognition in their area of endeavour at the Local, Regional, 
State, National or International level.  

3. The person must have made a significant and lasting contribution to Queanbeyan or to the 
wider Queanbeyan Region. 

4. The person will leave, or has left, a lasting legacy for the city of Queanbeyan, through their 
work and achievements. 

5. The person is, or was, well regarded in their area of endeavour by their peers and by 
relevant sections of the broader Queanbeyan community.  

6. PERFORMANCE INDICATOR 

Appropriate high quality public art projects are incorporated into major capital development projects 
in Queanbeyan 

  



Policy  Public Art Policy 
All Divisions  
 

Queanbeyan City Council  
Page 5 of 7 

 
Policy Framework Principles 
The Public Art Policy for the Queanbeyan City Council is premised on the following principles: 

1. Recognition of the Ngunnawal /Ngambri people as the original custodians of the land on which the 
city is located. 

2. The arts and their expression in their many forms are a fundamental part of the community and its 
culture, and play an integral role in developing and enriching local and regional identity. 

3. That all communities will have equal opportunity to enjoy public art. 

4. Professional artists and designers, by nature of their qualifications and training, play a critical role 
in successful and meaningful public art programs. 

5. Community consultation and engagement is essential for the successful implementation of public 
art projects for the City. 

6. Collaboration across professional disciplines and with the community is a valued component of the 
planning and selection process. 

7. Site specific work has a stronger capacity to enhance a sense of place and respond to the local 
environment, but does not exclude acquisition of existing artworks. 

8. Artists from both within and around the Queanbeyan region will play a valuable role in interpreting 
and reflecting community identity and sense of place through public art projects. 

9. Given the ongoing developments in contemporary public art practice, this policy is intended to 
provide a flexible approach that responds to changing circumstances. 

10. By providing a leadership role it is the intention that the Council facilitate the development of public 
art projects that can be funded from the Council and through grants funding. 
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POLICY:-  
Policy No:  
Policy Title: Public Art Policy 
Date Policy was adopted by Council: 24 November 2010 
Resolution Number: 305/10 
Previous Policy Review Date: July 2014 
Next Policy Review Date: November 2016 
   
PROCEDURES/GUIDELINES:-  
Date Procedure/Guideline (if any) was 
developed: 

 

  
RECORDS:-  
Container Reference in TRIM: Policy SF080616 
Container Reference inTRIM: Procedure  
Other locations of Policy: Intranet (linked to TRIM Container) 
Other locations of Procedures/Guidelines: Intranet (linked to TRIM Container) 
  
DELEGATION (if any):-  
  
  
RESPONSIBILITY:-  
Draft Policy developed by: Library and Cultural Services   
Committees (if any) consulted in the 
development of the Draft Policy: 

Cultural Development Council  

Responsibility for Implementation: Library and Cultural Services   
Responsibility for Review of Policy: Library and Cultural Services   
 
INTEGRATED PLANNING FRAMEWORK:  
Community Strategic Plan: Strategic Priority No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
Delivery Program Title: 1.3 – City Gateways 

2.3 -  Riverfront projects 
2.4 -  CBD Masterplan 
5.1 -   New Suburbs  
6.2 -  Library relocation 

Operational Plan: Program No. Library and Cultural Services 4.2, 4.4 
 

 
Senior Authorising Officer Position 

General Manager 
Signature/Date 

 
23 July 2014 
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ACTION COUNCIL 

MEETING DATE 
RESOLUTION  

NUMBER 
REPORT ITEM  

NUMBER 
NEW/RECONFIRMED/ 

AMENDED 
   

New 24 November 2010 305/10 Item 8 
Amended 23 July 2013 170/14 Item 5.7 
    
    
    
    
 

DATE REVIEWED REVIEWER POSITION REVIEWER NAME 
23 July 2014 Manager Library and Cultural 

Services 
Karen Hansen 
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