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Main Street Upgrade Fund Guidelines 2022-23 

Background 
In March 2021 Council established this fund to assist owners of commercial buildings or 
businesses located within the Central Business District, Queanbeyan (Map 1), along Wallace 
Street, Braidwood (Map 2) or located in Gibraltar Street, Bungendore (Map 3) and zoned 
Business, to improve the external appearance of their buildings.  However, excluded from 
licenced hotels and clubs are excluded from the fund. 
These guidelines are included to assist you with your application. It is essential that you 
prepare and submit the best application possible as this is a competitive grant with limited 
available funding. 
 
Available Funding  
For the 2022-2023 financial year a total of $150,000 has been allocated by Council to this 
fund. 
 
This program provides financial assistance on a dollar for dollar basis (excluding GST) for a 
variety of improvements to eligible buildings located within the areas outlined in Maps 1-3.  
The maximum amount allocated for any one fund application will generally be $10,000 on a 
$1: $1 basis. Only one application for each building/business will be accepted in any one 
financial year.  
 
Aim of The Fund 
The aim of the fund is to encourage a positive improvement in the overall appearance of the 
Queanbeyan CBD as well as the commercial areas of Gibraltar Street, Bungendore and 
Wallace Street, Braidwood.   

In the longer term it is hoped that this process will encourage greater interest in, and concern 
for, the appearance of buildings located in the previously outlined areas and that this will 
encourage owners to contribute to an overall improvement in the appearance and amenity of 
these areas into the future. 

Timing of the Program 
Applications are to be received by 11 November 2022. 

Successful applicants will be required to complete their relevant projects by 30 June 2023. 
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Applications for Funding 
Owners of commercial buildings within the outlined areas of Queanbeyan, Bungendore and 
Braidwood (Maps 1-3) are invited to apply for assistance under this fund. 

Application forms can be downloaded from Council’s website www.qprc.nsw.gov.au or by 
phoning the Land-Use Planning Branch on 6285 6276.   

Please note that in all instances written applications with appropriate details must be made 
and approval given by Council prior to any work being undertaken.  In some cases, this will 
involve the submission and approval of a development application. Further information 
can be found on Council’s website at  https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-
Development/Building-and-Development-Forms-and-Checklists 

You will receive a letter of advice regarding the success or otherwise of your application for 
funding. We anticipate this will occur in early December 2022. 

Matters to Consider and comply with when completing your application  
It will assist your application if you can properly demonstrate why the work you propose is 
appropriate and how it will improve the appearance of the existing building.  Consequently, 
Council strongly encourages you to review and comply with the following matters: 
1) Decide in detail what work you want to carry out.  This can include the proposed colour 

scheme for the painting of the façade of a building. For external painting exact details of 
proposed colours are to be submitted with your application.  

2) Discuss the proposed work with Council’s Development Assessment Branch on  
1300 735 025 to find out if a Development Consent is required.  If development consent is 
required, please indicate this as part of your application for funding. 

3) For any other questions that you may have, you can discuss with staff of the Land-Use 
Planning Branch contactable on 6285 6276. 

4) For improvement to older buildings or buildings that are heritage items, it is recommended 
that you contact Council’s Heritage Advisor to discuss the eligibility of your project.  
Appointments can be made through Council’s Land-Use Planning Branch on 6285 6276. 
The Heritage Advisor can also provide advice on appropriate colour schemes for buildings.  
This service is provided free of charge to property owners.  If the project is too large, the 
Heritage Advisor may suggest that you obtain the services of an Architect for carrying out 
the project. Depending on the scale of the project a development application or a “Minor 
Heritage” application may need to be lodged. Further information on Minor Heritage 
applications can be found on Council’s website at https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-
Development/Heritage  

5) If work is proposed over the footpath, a Section 138 Approval for Work over footpath is 
required. The relevant form can be found on Council’s website at 
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Building-and-Development-Forms-
and-Checklists#section-8 . A Traffic Control Plan (TCP) is required to be prepared to 
accompany a Section 138 application. 

6) Costs associated with any Council approvals required to be obtained will be added to the 
grant money offered.   

7) Depending on the size of the project you may need to attach plans and sketches to your 
application for funding. 

8) Obtain a minimum of two written quotes from different licensed contractors.  If you are 
intending to undertake all or part of the work yourself, reimbursement of up to 50% of 
materials you use (excluding GST) will be considered as part of the grant.  This is subject 
to details of materials required and their prices being provided to Council prior to work 
being undertaken.  A claim for reimbursement must be supported by receipts for materials 
used on the project. 

http://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Building-and-Development-Forms-and-Checklists
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Building-and-Development-Forms-and-Checklists
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Heritage
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Heritage
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Building-and-Development-Forms-and-Checklists#section-8
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Building-and-Development-Forms-and-Checklists#section-8
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9) Photograph(s) of the setting of the building, each elevation, and close-ups of all jobs to be 
done is to be provided with the application form.  At the time of claiming the allocated fund 
monies, a photographic record of the completed work must be supplied. 

10) Where structural, electrical, or other alterations are to take place, applicants need to 
comply with relevant development control plans for the area available from Council’s 
website.  Further information can also be obtained from Council’s duty planner on  
1300 735 025. 
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Eligible Projects 
Eligible projects are those which involve the applicant’s own property, or another property with 
appropriate consent, and includes repairs, replacement, painting, and the reinstatement of 
original architectural features to the façade of buildings located in the outlined areas. 

A list of eligible projects is identified below.  Please note that this is not an exhaustive list and 
each application will be considered on merit. 

Examples of projects that funding may be provided for include: 

• Removal and/or replacement of external unused signs. 
• Painting and shop front decorations. 
• Application of anti-graffiti treatments. 
• External repairs, replacement, or refurbishment of building façade. 
• External reinstatement of original architectural features to building façade.  
• Lighting where it makes a substantial contribution to the streetscape. 

Joint applications are encouraged where improvements are proposed for two (2) or more 
adjoining properties.  In this case multiple funds may be approved, and the funded amount 
will be in proportion to the number of successful applicants. 

Applications involving sites listed as heritage items under the current Local Environment 
Plan are also strongly encouraged. 

Ineligible Projects 
Ineligible projects include works that are considered not to achieve the aim of these guidelines. 

Examples of ineligible projects include the following, although the list is not exhaustive: 
Security devices or grills. Handwritten signs or posters. 

New additions or extensions. Works not architecturally sympathetic with the 
heritage or surrounding property. 

Works fully or partially completed (retrospective 
funding will not be considered). 

Any work/repairs to the interior of a building. 

The provision or upkeep of advertising material. Any work/repairs to the exterior of a building 
where that work is not visible from a public road. 

Any work/repair requiring development consent 
that has not been obtained prior to undertaking 
that work or repair. 

Funding will also not be provided for licenced 
hotels and clubs. 
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Assessment Criteria 
Successful applications will be those that meet the aim of this Fund program by contributing 
to a positive improvement in the overall streetscape. These proposed projects must be eligible 
and have complied with other requirements of these guidelines as well as any development 
or heritage approval processes applicable to the property. 

The following matters will be considered in assessing the eligibility of your application: 

• Whether the project is eligible or ineligible. 
• The extent to which the project achieves or fails to achieve the aim of the Fund and 

clearly provides improvements to the appearance of the local streetscape. 
• Whether the project is part of a joint project or not.  
• Whether the project involves a listed heritage item or not 
• The applicant’s demonstrated ability to complete the project within 6 months of the 

Fund being approved by Council in writing. 
• The applicant’s demonstrated consideration of and compliance with the matters listed 

when completing an application. 
• Whether or not the application form has been completed in full and paid invoices and 

images of completed works can be provided. 
• The degree to which the applicant is financially contributing to the project.  

Favourable consideration will be given to applications involving sites listed as heritage items 
under the appropriate current Local Environment Plan although non listed buildings are not 
excluded. 

Favourable consideration will also be given to joint applications where improvements are 
proposed for two (2) or more adjoining properties. In this case multiple funds may be approved, 
and the funded amount will be in proportion to the number of successful applicants. 

Payment of Fund 
Funds will only be paid on satisfactory completion of the work specified and when paid 
invoices and images of completed works have be provided. From approval of the fund, you 
have 6 months to complete the project.  Where development consent is required, this time will 
be from the date that a construction certificate is issued. When the work is completed for 
successful applicants, the fund will be paid according to the amount of funding approved.  
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Map 1: Queanbeyan Central Business District 
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Map 2: Commercial District Gibraltar Street, Bungendore 
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Map 3: Commercial District Wallace Street, Braidwood 
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MAIN STREETS IMPROVEMENTS FUNDS APPLICATION 
FORM 
Please find the application form on Council’s website or contact the Land-Use Planning 
Branch on 6285 6276. 
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