
VEGETATION CLEARING1 IN QPRC CONSERVATION & RURAL ZONES (C2-C4, RU1-RU52)
Note: this is a simplified and localised extract from the more comprehensive NSW government flowchart3

Is the proposed removal or pruning of trees or other 

vegetation associated with a Development Application (DA)?4

Y

DA needs to include a 

Biodiversity Development  

Assessment Report 

(BDAR) prepared by an 

Accredited Assessor 

N

Development 

approval process 

continues through 

QPRC Development 

branch

Is the clearing to take place on RU1, 

RU2, RU3 or RU4 Rural zoned land?

Clearing is regulated by 

Local Land Services 

(LLS), NOT Council. 

Contact the LLS 

Braidwood office,

online: 

www.lls.nsw.gov.au

or ph: 1300 795 299

Y

N

Is clearing exempt from approval 

under the RFS 10/50 Vegetation 

Clearing Scheme? 

Check online: 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-

prepare/1050-vegetation-clearing

Y

Clearing is regulated by 

the NSW Rural Fire 

Service, NOT Council. 

Confirm your entitlement 

and any conditions 

before you intend to 

clear.

N

Is the clearing on land with a heritage 

item? Check online:

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-

Development/Heritage

YDevelopment Application or heritage permit may be 

required from Council – contact QPRC to confirm

Is vegetation dead or dying and 

DOESN’T provide habitat for native 

animals? Or is vegetation a risk to 

human life or property?

If confirmed by Council in 

writing then no further 

approval is required.

Contact Council’s Tree 

Management Officer

Is the vegetation native?

• Land mapped on the 

Biodiversity Values Map

OR

• Clearing exceeds the 

area threshold

OR

• Has potential impacts 

that are otherwise  

significant (e.g. nesting 

hollows, threatened 

species habitat)

Check the Biodiversity 

Values Map and 

Threshold Tool online:

https://www.lmbc.nsw.g

ov.au/Maps/index.html

?viewer=BOSETMap

You need a Test of 

Significance (5 Part 

Test) prepared by a 

qualified person to 

accompany your DA

Is the clearing likely to have biodiversity 

impacts? i.e:

Is clearing in the RU5 Village zone, 

and exempt from approval under the 

RFS Rural Boundary Clearing Code? 

Check online: 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-

prepare/boundary-clearing-tool

Y

N

N

Notes

1  Vegetation clearing is defined in Clause 4 of the SEPP as to cut down, fell, uproot, kill, poison, ringbark, burn or otherwise destroy the vegetation, or lop or 

otherwise remove a substantial part of the vegetation: www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2017-0454#sec.4

2  Find out what zoning applies to your property here: www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Planning-Zoning/Online-Mapping

3  Refer to the NSW Biodiversity Offsets Scheme and Land Management Framework Biodiversity Assessment and Approval Pathways for Local Government
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Animals-and-plants/Biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment-approval-pathways-local-government-2020.pdf

4  Information on development that requires development approval from Council, and the Development Application process, can be found in QPRC’s The 

Development Application Process page online: https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/The-DA-Process

Y N

Y

N

• Land mapped on the 

Biodiversity Values Map

OR

• Clearing exceeds the 

area threshold

OR

• Has potential impacts 

that are otherwise  

significant (e.g. nesting 

hollows, threatened 

species habitat)

Check the Biodiversity 

Values Map and 

Threshold Tool online:

https://www.lmbc.nsw.g

ov.au/Maps/index.html

?viewer=BOSETMap

Is the clearing likely to have biodiversity 

impacts? i.e:

Y

Is the clearing approved under other 

legislation?

See s.60O and Part 5B of the LLS Act. 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/i

nforce/current/act-2013-051

N

No permit required from 

Council
Y

N

The Biodiversity Offsets Scheme 

applies. Clearing is regulated by the 

Native Vegetation Panel, NOT Council. 

Contact the LLS Braidwood office,

online: www.lls.nsw.gov.au

or ph: 1300 795 299

Y N

Does the local Development Control Plan declare the vegetation as 

needing a permit from Council?

Refer to the relevant Development Control Plan (DCP) online: 

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Planning-

Zoning/Planning-Controls#section-3

• For land in the former Palerang Council area, refer to the Palerang

DCP, section B3.5 (pp. 20-27), for the relevant land use zone.

• For land in the former Queanbeyan City area, refer to the Queanbeyan 

DCP, Part 2, section 2.12 (pp. 67-73), for the relevant land use zone.

Y

Permit required from Council

N

No permit required from Council
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